
TITLE 35-PATENTS

CHAPTER 3-PRACTICE BEFORE PATENT AND
TRADEMARK OFFICE

Sec.
31. Regulations for agents and attorneys.
32. Suspension or exclusion from practice.
33. Unauthorized representation as practitioner.

AMENDMENTS

1975-Pub. L. 93-596, § 1, Jan. 2, 1975, 88 Stat. 1949,
substituted "Patent and Trademark Office" for
"Patent Office" in chapter heading.

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This chapter is referred to in title 5 section 500.

§ 31. Regulations for agents and attorneys

The Commissioner, subject to the approval of
the Secretary of Commerce, may prescribe reg-
ulations governing the recognition and conduct
of agents, attorneys, or other persons repre-
senting applicants or other parties before the
Patent and Trademark Office, and may require
them, before being recognized as representa-
tives of applicants or other persons, to show
that they are of good moral character and
reputation and are possessed of the necessary
qualifications to render to applicants or other
persons valuable service, advice, and assistance
in the presentation or prosecution of their ap-
plications or other business before the Office.

(July 19, 1952, ch. 950, 66 Stat. 795; Jan. 2, 1975,
Pub. L. 93-596, § 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

HISTORICAL AND REvISION NOTES

Based on Title 35, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 11 (R.S. 487,
amended Feb. 18. 1922, ch. 58, § 3, 42 Stat. 390).

The present statute is divided into two sections, 31
and 32.

Changes in language are made.

AMENDMENTS

1975-Pub. 1, 03-596 substituted "Patent and Trade-
mark Office" for "Patent Office".

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 93-596 effective Jan. 2, 1975,
see section 4 of Pub. L. 93-596, set out as an Effective
Date of 1975 Amendment note under section 1111 of
Title 15, Commerce and Trade.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 32 of this title;
title 5 section 500.

§ 32. Suspension or exclusion from practice

The Commissioner may, after notice and op-
portunity for a hearing, suspend or exclude,
either generally or in any particular case, from
further practice before the Patent and Trade-
mark Office, any person, agent, or attorney
shown to be incompetent or disreputable, or
guilty of gross misconduct, or who does not
comply with the regulations established under
section 31 of this title, or who shall, by word
circular, letter, or advertising, with intent to de-
fraud in any manner, deceive, mislead, or
threaten any applicant or prospective appli-
cant, or other person having immediate or pro-
spective business before the Office. The reasons
for any such suspension or exclusion shall be
duly recorded. The United States District Court
for the District of Columbia, under such condi-
tions and upon such proceedings as it by its

rules determines, may review the action of the
Commissioner upon the petition of the person
so refused recognition or so suspended or ex-
cluded.

(July 19, 1952, ch. 950, 66 Stat. 795; Jan. 2, 1975,
Pub. L. 93-596, § 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 35, U.S.C. 1946 ed., § 11 (R.S. 487
amended Feb. 18, 1922, ch. 58, § 3, 42 Stat. 390).

See note under section 31.

AMENDMENTS

1975-Pub. L. 93-596 substituted "Patent and Trade-
mark Office" for "Patent Office".

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 93-596 effective Jan. 2, 1975,
see section 4 of Pub. L. 93-596, set out as an Effective
Date of 1975 Amendment note under section 1111 of
Title 15, Commerce and Trade.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in title 5 section 500.

§ 33. Unauthorized representation as practitioner

Whoever, not being recognized to practice
before the Patent and Trademark Office, holds
himself out or permits himself to be held out as
so recognized, or as being qualified to prepare
or prosecute applications for patent, shall be
fined not more than $1,000 for each offense.

(July 19, 1952, ch. 950, 66 Stat. 796; Jan. 2, 1975,
Pub. L. 93-596, § 1, 88 Stat. 1949.)

HISTORICAL AND REvISION NOTES

Based on Title 35, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 11a (May 9,
1938, ch. 188, 52 Stat. 342).

This is a criminal statute. The language has been
considerably simplified and the upper limit of the pen-
alty is increased.

AMENDMENTS

1975-Pub. L. 93-596 substituted "Pi*ent and Trade-
mark Office" for "Patent Office".

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 93-596 effective Jan. 2, 1975,
see section 4 of Pub. L. 93-596, set out as an Effective
Date of 1975 Amendment note under section 1111 of
Title 15, Commerce and Trade.

CROSS REFERENCES

Advertising practice before departments or offices of
Government, see section 501 of Title 5, Government
Organization and Employees.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in title 5 section 500.

CHAPTER 4-PATENT FEES

Sec.
41. Patent fees.
42. Payment of patent fees; return of excess

amounts.

§ 41. Patent fees

(a) The Commissioner shall charge the fol-
lowing fees:

1. On filing each application for an original
patent, except in design cases, $65; in addition
on filing or on presentation at any other time,
$10 for each claim in independent form which
is in excess of one, and $2, for each claim
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